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Seed Dispersers & Pollinators

Predators

Browsers & Grazers

Loss of >60% of the reptile species from the main island
= Reptiles now mostly confined to one or a few offshore islands
= Occur in isolated or highly fragmented populations
= Atrisk of extinction

need to translocate reptiles - re-establishiislandireptile.communities:

= Secure future survival and restore ecological links.integralitorecosystem
stability and sustainability of:biodiversity 3 '




The idea to translocate was first formulated 30yrs ago

Little was known about the ecology of the reptiles or the islands

Many islands still inhabited by predators responsible for reptile loss
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» Restricted to Round Island, but once widespread
= >30,000 skinks on Round Island
= A robust generalist and ideal candidate
= The replacement of a lost:
= Predator / Seed Disperser / Pollinator / Potential Prey Item
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Night geckos
Nactus spp.

= Lesser night gecko
Nactus coindemirensis .

Night geckos

= The most abundant reptilesidn pristine Mauritius

= Durrell’s night gecko
Nactus durrelli o R s = Catastrophic reduction in range caused by the
; introduced house gecko Hemidactylus frenatus

= Serpent Island night gecko
Nactus serpensinsula




Serpent Island night gecko==®&
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Lesser night gecko

Lesser night gecko
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populations at
risk from further
invasion

Few islands left

for translocation
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bded = | geckos co-exist?

Night geckos

= Research suggests that the lesser and Durrell's night geckos once
co-existed

= To test this theory we moved 30 of each species to llot Chat in
October 2006

llot Chat

Lesser night gecko
Nactus coindemirensis
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