NINO KONIS SANTANA
NATIONAL PARK

The First National Park in Timor-Leste!

Why is Nino Konis Santana National Park so special?
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Nino Konis Santana National Park is unique in Timor-Leste and recognized internationally for its many unique and beautiful values: nature, culture, history, geology and dramatic scenery.
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The first National Park in Timor-Leste

Nino Konis Santana National Park; the first
National Park in Timor-Leste, was establis-
hed by the Government in August 2007. It
is a terrestrial and marine National Park
covering the entire eastern extremity of
Timor Island and extends 3 nautical miles
into the sea: a total area of 123,600 ha of
forests, grasslands, wetlands, coastlines,
reefs and deeper water marine environ-
ments. comprising 68,000 ha of land
and 55,600 ha

of sea. ) ’?‘

Nino Konis Santana
National Park covers the
entire eastern tip of Timor-Leste

The National Park is named after the natio-
nal hero José (Zé) Conisso Antonino: San-
tana (1955-1998), who was born in the vil-
lage of Tutuala, in what is now the

Nino Konis Santana, national hero
of the struggle for independence

National Park. Better known as Nino Konis
Santana, he was Chief of the Executive
Committee of the Armed Resistance Front
in the struggle for national independence
from 1992 to 1998.

The National Park protects unique envi-
ronmental, cultural and historical heritage
of national and global significance. It safe-
guards this heritage for Timor-Leste and
the world, now and for the future, while
also respecting and honouring the past. It
will allow future generations to unders-
tand and appreciate Timorese history and
culture, and to visitorlive in a healthy envi-
ronment with rich forests and fisheries, pro-
ductive grazing lands, and clean soil, lakes,
rivers and air.

The establishment and management of
the Protected Area Network is one of the
most important and effective ways for
Timor-Leste to fulfil international obligati-
ons on the environment and to respect the
rights of its people, under both the
country's Constitution and the United Nati-
ons Convention on Biological Diversity.

Aims of the National Park

Pressures on environmental Laws and Protection

and socio-economic values

Management Principles
A Living Landscape and Seascape

Inauguration of the National Park

Nino Konis Santana National Park was formally
inaugurated in August 2008. A ceremony was
held in the National Park to celebrate the
declaration and to raise national and interna-
tional awareness and support forits objectives.
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Government and local communities, supported

by civil society;

Timorese 'society was represented at all levels
from the Prime Minister, Xanana Gusmao, to
local communities. To commemorate this
historic event, a plaque was signed by both the
Prime Minister and the President, José Ramos-
Horta.

The future

The Government of Timor-Leste declared
this first National Park in 2007, only five years
after the country's formal independence.
Other important Protected Areas of natural
and cultural significance on both land and
sea are now being developed in collabora-
tion with local communities, to create a
national Protected Areas network that will be
representative the natural and cultural
heritage of Timor-Leste. This has been
supported by all political parties, and shows
the very strong commitment nationally to
conserve this heritage. International support
has been gratefully received but more is
needed toestablish the long-term manage-
ment system and infrastructure that will set
the Park on a sustainable footing, and ensure
benefits reach all affected stakeholders inan
equitable fashion. Immediate needs include:

® Development of a national policy and
legislation for Protected Areas;

® Support to and improvement of existing
sustainable livelihoods and development
of new revenue sources, based on the
protection and rehabilitation of the natural
environment;

® Appropriate infrastructure to assist in
management of the National Park and to
support ecological and ethical tourism;

® Education and awareness-raising
programmes, both nationally and locally
and to all audiences, Timorese and interna-
tional;

® | ong-term management planning;

® Capacity. development for government,
local community and national civil society
in all aspects of participatory protected
area management.

For more information contact:

Department of Protected Areas and National Parks,  Lautem District

Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries, Timor-Leste

Rua de Caicoli, Dili | tel +670 331 00 52

Administration
tel +670 725 90 28

Photographs:
Breanna Ridsel, Cathy Molnar, Colin Trainor, Dan Groshong,

Miguel Duarte, Rosemary Low, Ron Billyard, Teresa Gay.
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