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Experts hope to save rare plants

A team of UK scientists has
mounted an expedition to a
remote corner of the Congo
to study rare plants before
they are wiped out by
deforestation.

Experts from the University of
Reading have travelled to the
rainforests of the Mayombe
mountains, which are under
threat from logging and farming.

A specialist expedition vehicle was
sant from the UK for the project

"It is vital we examine this area now so these biological
treasures are not lost forever," said Dr Simon Potts.

The work is part of a two-year project to study the area and
collect samples.

Dr Potts, who is leading the
team, added: "This is a very
exciting project which will
allow us to study one of the
last areas on earth relatively
unknown to science.

66 we don't actually know
much about what grows and
lives there

b

Dr Simon Potts

"The Congo basin is widely recognised as one of the world's
most important biodiversity hotspots, but we don't actually
know much about what grows and lives there, and more
importantly, what might happen to them if deforestation
continues.”

A member of the team who is already working in the area has
just returned from the Mayombe mountains with more than
400 species of plants.
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Scientists explore
uncharted Congo

tearm of University of Read-

ing sciemtists have mount.

e ithe first scientific expe

ditica into a remote corner
of threatemed Africn minforest.

Experts from the University's Cen-
tre for Agri-Environmental Eesearch
are examining man's affect on the
remots minforess of the Mayombe
mounizins in the Congo baxin, un-
der increasing threat from logging
and agriculiure. Little i known
zbout the are’s fiom and frona, but
what ix clear is they may be lost if
deforestation contimees

Dr Simon Potte, who ix leading the
team, sid: This is a very exciting
praject which will allow ns to stady
oo of the last arss on earth rela-
tively unkoown to science”

The Conpgp basin is widely recog.
nised 2 one of the worlds maost
important biadiversity hotspots., bt
we don't actumlhy know mmsch abowt
what grows and lives there, and more
imporiantly, what might happen to

them if deforsstation contrmues”

It ix wital wee Eamine this area now
50 these biological treasures are not
lost forever.”

Kalf Hecker, project manager i
the Congo, hax just returned from
the Mayombe mountains with the
first samples. The team has already
collected more than 400 species of
plamtc threes of which may be new
i sciemoe, and are currently being
examined by experts at Kew Gar-
dens. The expedition also oollectsd
meare than 150 species of utterdly
and many types of bee.

The expedition is condocting a
systematic survey of plants and
pollinators in the region and aims
to identify some of the main threats
it the foret The project, sponsored
by DEFRNs Darwin Initiative, assists
poorer countries with rich biodi.
versity to implement the Conven-
tion on Biolegical Diversity [CELY
through collabomtive projects dmw-
img on UK bicdiversity expertise.

Itis vital we
examine this
Area ey

sg these
binlogical
treasures

are niot lost
forever
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Exploring the Congo

A teamn of University of Reading scientists
have mauribed Uhe first stientific
expedition Into a remobe cormer of
threatened African rainfarest,

Experts Trann the Lindversioy's Cenime Dar

Aprmtinyiranmmental Researeh are examinmg
man's 2ffect oo the remate ranforess al

the Mayambe meuntams in the Congo
basin, which are under increasing threat
[ram legging and sericuliure

Litthe is kenowmn about the arez’s flara and

Fizmna, but what is clear s they may be
lost if deforestalion contines.
[ Sinon Potis, Seraor Research Bellow,
Agriculture, who is leading the team, said
“This ix a very exciting project which will
allaw s Lo sty ene afl 1he Jast aress ai
ealth relatively URkisraT U soenoe
“The Congo basin e widely recognised as
e of Uie waild s inosl impartanl
Hlseliverairy Isatapats, it we don't
actually ke mieh ahous whnt grows
ang ives there, and mone IMpartantly,
what might happen to them if
deforestation continues. Bt is vikal we
exdminie Lhis area nore so Uhese
slagical rreasires are Bal lost farever.”
Ralf Becicer, the praject manager in
Cango, kas just returmed from the
Mayombye mauntain with e fies
wimples The expeditisn team bhas already

Wrkerrety suped Fian vkl inthe © (o]

ewlledtid miane than joo ipeaies af plants,
three of which may be rew to science and
are currently being exantined by experts
51 Kew Gardens, Lenden, The expeditian
also collecied mare than 150 species of
bratterdly and mary tipes of bee.

The expedition 15 conduciing a syscemats
survey af plants and pallinators in the
regian and abmes o |dentify some of the
main threats to the forest. The project
bas beet sponsaped by DEFRA"s Darwin
Ininative, whaeh asslsls pocTeT connmies

with mieh bisdverdiny 19 implemsent the
Convention on Baalogical Diversity (CHD)
through collaborative prodects drawing
an UK bioeliversicy experiise

Casrviing oil ressacch in the dfed b=
extremely diffieul hecause of the lack af
roads, mountamens terrain, swamps and
todrential rairs and wiuald be impaisihle
o reach im A normal 4WD, A spegialist
expedition wehicle bas therefore been
eent from the University of Reasding Lo
the Congo.



