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The indigenous communities in the NBR include the Aalu Kurumbas,
Paalv Kurumbas, Jenu Kurumbas, Kattunaickans, Sholegas, Betta
Kurumba, Urali Kurumba, Kaadv Kurumba, Kadars, Cholanaikans,
Pathinaickens, Mudugas, Adiyans, Arnadans, Paniyans, Kurichiyans,
Mullvkurumbans, Malaivedans, Panjari/Badava Yeravas, Tani Yeravas,
Karimpalans, Pathiyans, Malapulayans, Mala Kudiyas, Mudugas, Todas,
Kotas, Irulas/Kasabas, Mala Malasar, Malapanikkars, Malamuthans,
Thaccanaadans, Badagas, Wynaadan Chetti and Manthadan Chetti.
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PROJECT FACTS

ACHIEVEMENTS DURING THE FIRST YEAR Atthe outset it was necessary for Keystone to build .-: : _s

its capacity to implement the research. This involved the recruitment of additional staff, bringing skills in
entomology, ecology and social science, and with many new field researchers and assistants. Five field
centres have been upgraded, and are now provided with physical resources to enable the fieldwork. ;::2 .
Keystone staff received further training on biodiversity, with a particular focus on entomology, from Simon 7%
Potts and Stuart Roberts (University of Reading) and Nicola Bradbear (Bees for Development), while Janet :
Seeley and Adam Pain (University of East Anglia) trained the team in approaches to social research. ft.',x.‘

Choice of case study sites was an important early task, and was 3 ﬂﬁii‘-h:-% i
g2 undertaken by asite selection team, consisting of a pollination botanist,

g4 Keystone and a member of the local indigenous community from each area. After
numerous field visits, 5 research locations and 16 plots, each of 1 hectare, were
- selected. These have been selected to capture contrasts of biogeography, the
'_:Eﬁ.a distribution and honey collecting practices of the major tribal communities, as
o fg; --s well as practical and strategic considerations of coverage across the three
¢ Indian states (Tamil Nadu, Karnataka and Kerala) that are contained within the
% Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve. Training manuals on survey analysis and methods
,%?-'? (both for biodiversity and for social research) have been prepared and distributed.
Lk ¥ With all these preparations completed, fieldwork could begin, undertaking survey of
k %&a * the insects and the vegetation in each 1 hectare plot, completing additional studies of
¢ i bee colony densities in the vicinity of the research plots, undertaking livelihood
4o ,studies in the nearby area, assessing honey collection practices, and carefully
recording and compilingall of this data.

Pratim Roy and Janet Seeley visited senior officials in forestry departments in Tamil Nadu, Karnataka and Kerala to ensure that
they are fully appraised of the Project, and in May 2007, some of these personnel travelled to UK to visit and share discussions
with a variety of community forestry projects.

In addition to all of this research and learning, a new 'indigenous bee resource centre' has been built in the main town in the

Nilgiris, Ootacamund or 'Ooty'. This centre, now named Shola Ridge, was opened with the beneficial arrival of an
Apis dorsata colony to nest on the veranda, in October 2006. This centre is for outreach, to inform people about the value of
bees and biodiversity, and has proved highly popular with local schools.

In September 2007, four Keystone staff and Bees for Development presented the project to the apicultural community at the
Apimondia International Apicultural Congress in Melbourne, Australia.

OUTPUTS Increased scientific and livelihood knowledge through research; strengthened capacities of key institutions;
enhanced technical and professional skills through training; and increased awareness and policy engagement in India and UK
through dissemination and advocacy.

DATES Thisis a three-year Project running from June 2006 - May 2009
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Bees for Development, UK
www.beesfordevelopment.org

University of East Anglia,
School of Development Studies , UK
www.uea.ac.uk/dev

Keystone Foundation,
Kotagiri, Tamil Nadu, India
www.keystone-foundation.org

Mr Pratim Roy
Ms Snehlata Nath
Ms Samita Vasudevan

Sociology adviser for NBR

(W Ir Kunal Sharma Knowledge manager kunal@keystone-foundation.org
) Mr Sumin Thomas Ecologist
Ms Shiny Mariam Rehel Melissopalynologist i ion.
< Mr Senthil Prasad GIS Expert
- Ll DrJanet Seeley ~ Team leader, livelihoods and poverty specialist ~ jseeley@uea.acuk |
> =l Dr Nicola Bradbear Project co-ordinator and apidology adviser i 1
Mr Paul Burgon Development organisations adviser
o Dr Adam Pain Biodiversity management and development, monitoring and evaluation adviser adam.pain@bfinternet.com
brdl Dr Simon Potts Pollination and biodiversity adviser

i . '. .. Mr Stuart Roberts

assisted in the field by three guides — a forest department officer, a field worker from . .

University of Reading, Centre of
Agri-Environmental Research, UK
www.rdg.ac.uk/caer

i Local project co-ordinator and ecologist pratim@keystone-foundation.org
sumin@Vkeystone-foundation.org
shiny@keystone-foundation.org
senthil@keystone-foundation.org
j.seeley@uea.ac.uk
nicolabradbear@beesfordevelopment.org
burgon.office@gmail.com

s.g.potts@reading.ac.uk

Expert entomologist and pollination scientist s.p.m.roberts@reading.ac.uk
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in the Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve

A uniqué Po'iec"r that examines the interdependency of bees, biodiversity and
forest livelihoods in the Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve, in the Western Ghats of South India.

The indigenous bees of the mountainous Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve play an important role in local livelihoods - harvesting honey from wild nesting
Apis dorsata bees is part of the culture. However:

* The population size and distribution of these Apis dorsata bees is unknown

® The bees'role in pollination and the maintenance of forest biodiversity has not been studied
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This Project endeavours to combine scientific data about the status of indigenous bees and their ecology, with participatory livelihoods analysis.
The research is being implemented by an Indian organisation, Keystone Foundation, workingin partnership with local indigenous communities
and Karnataka, Kerala and Tamil Nadu Forest Departments, together with three UK-based organisations: The School of Development Studies,
University of East Anglia; Bees for Development; and The Centre for Agri-Environmental Research, University of Reading.
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The Convention on Biological Diversity CBD
The Darwin Initiative is a grants programme that
promotes hiodiversity conservation and sustainable
use of resources around the world. The Initiative is the
UK Government's endeavour fo assist countries rich in
biodiversity but poor in resources with conservation of
their biological diversity and implementation of the
Biodiversity Convention. The Darwin Initiative is
funded and administered by DEFRA, the Department
for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs.
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e conserve biological diversity
e use biological resources sustainably :
o share the benefits arising from the use of genetic resources fairly and equitably. PA RWI '[!
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