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What is participatory protected area
management?

Participatory management =
collaborative management

In recent decades major
changes have occurred in na-
ture conservation philosophy.
We have witnessed a move
towards ecosystems and
processed; embracing of adap-
tive management; and increas-
ing recognition of the role of
participation and the value of
local knowledge and tradi-
tional institutions involved in
natural resource protection.

Participation in protected
area (PA) management is the
process through which some
or all stakeholders relevant

for a protected area are

involved substantially in
management activities.

As part of this process, the
institution responsible for
administering the PA devel-
ops partnerships with stake-
holders (first and foremost
with local people and users

of natural resource) which

specify and guarantee the
role, the rights and responsi-
bilities of each party with
respect to the PA.

There are several types of
participation (see page 2)
which can be employed, de-
pending on the aims of those
concerned and local circum-
stances.

Presentations of issues relat-
ing to protected area man-
agement and participation
formed the first part of the

seminar

Seminar purpose and programme
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Workshops 2-3 This seminar was organised results and to facilitate an two parts: presentations were
within the project “Youth exchange of experience be- made in the firs part by organ-
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pants, followed by three paral-

lel workshops where key as-
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aimed to disseminate project

pects of participatory pro-

The programme included
tected area management were

and financial

support
discussed and analysed.
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