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Thankfully, we’re

‘We need to give international laws a greener aspect right now’
David Attenborough

We were delighted when Sir David Attenborough
agreed to present our BBC appeal, broadcast on Radio
4 at the end of February. The appeal has surpassed
our expectations and we are extremely grateful to all of
our supporters, old and new, who have responded so
generously. Most of the listeners of course had not
previously heard about our work and we have been
inundated with messages of approval of the unique
way in which FIELD operates. If you would like to add
your name to the fast-growing list of FIELD’s friends
and supporters, please turn to the back page to see
how you can get in touch. Many thanks.

all a great deal more aware of the
factors threatening our planet than we
were when I started broadcasting, but
still many people are unfamiliar with
the complex international agreements
that shape those factors, for better or
worse. Which is what drew me to the
work of FIELD.
FIELD is a small, unique, and – in my view –
vital organisation. They’re working to improve the
environmental outlook by using their expertise in
international laws. If you’ve been waiting for an
appeal to come along that offers you a real
chance to contribute to the well-being of the
planet, then FIELD might just be the organisation
for you.
Imagine spending the rest of your days on a
small island in the South Pacific. Sound idyllic?
Well, now try and imagine what runaway climate
change and rising sea levels might mean to you
over the next ten to twenty years. There’ll be the
gradual decay of your coral reef system caused
by warmer coastal waters, reducing your
defences against extreme weather events. Not to
mention the threat these new temperatures pose

to the fish stocks that provide you with your
living. That’s if your island is still surviving
above sea level at all.
You might see these developments as being
inevitable, but the people of small island
countries don’t see it that way and neither do
their governments. However, these developing
countries are drastically under-represented at
international climate negotiations and are greatly
assisted by the advice and support of FIELD’s
environmental lawyers.
And of course it’s not just the climate that lies
at the mercy of these negotiations. FIELD’s
lawyers are defending developing countries’
rights of ownership over their biodiversity and
they help developing country governments voice
their environmental concerns while negotiating at
international trade talks.
The benefits of FIELD’s work may be very
long-term but that doesn’t mean the work isn’t
urgent. We need to give international laws a
greener aspect right now. A contribution from
you will help FIELD to do just that. Thank you for
sharing our long-term view for the world.

Influencing European trade policy with environmental impacts
European trade policy across many industry sectors
can have significant impacts on the environment. This
has implications for a range of different – and often
competing – interest groups. The ways and means by
which diverse interest groups shape European trade
policy was the subject of a two-day workshop hosted by
FIELD in partnership with SUSTRA (The Trade,
Societies and Sustainable Development Network) in
January this year.
Titled ‘Vested interests and the political economy of
trade reforms’, the workshop opened with a presentation

by Caroline Lucas (European Parliament, Green Party) on
the role of industry lobby groups in general decisionmaking processes of the European Union institutions.
Discussions then proceeded around the influence of
vested interests in four industry sectors with trade and
environment implications: forestry, energy, biotechnology
and agriculture. Participants considered how trade
policy in these areas is made and how industry groups
shape the outcomes.
Issues and questions raised at the workshop will be
examined in a SUSTRA Policy Brief that FIELD is

currently preparing. The Policy Brief will identify some
of the information gaps surrounding the development
of trade policy, and the role of vested interest groups.
It will consider how best to balance the influence of
‘vested’ and ‘public’ interest stakeholders in the design
and implementation of European trade policy, with the
ultimate objective of achieving sustainable
development.
For further information go to
http://www.field.org.uk/tisd_16.php
or contact jona.razzaque@field.org.uk
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Climate News >>>>>>>>>>>>
FIELD/UNDP Roundtable
on Insurance for Climate
Change Impacts
Climate change will bring more frequent and intense
extreme weather events, including droughts, floods,
hurricanes, typhoons and tropical storms – events to
which many low-lying atolls and small island states are
already physically and economically vulnerable. Many
of these tiny countries lie only a few meters above sea
level, and have human settlements and tourism infrastructure concentrated along their coastlines. The Third
Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change (IPCC) in 2001 noted the challenges
many developing countries will face, as weather-related
risks become uninsurable, insurance prices increase
and insurance coverage becomes limited. Over the last
two years, FIELD has assisted the members of the
Alliance of Small Island States in exploring various
insurance mechanisms to manage increasing risk from
climate-related events and to facilitate recovery.
On 28 November 2003, FIELD hosted an insurance
roundtable for climate change negotiators in Milan
immediately prior to UNFCCC COP-9. The workshop,
which was generously funded by UNDP, brought
representatives from 11 small island states from the
Pacific, Caribbean and Indian Oceans together with
local and international insurance and reinsurance
companies, multilateral organisations and banks, and
research organisations. It explored proactive initiatives

for minimizing the physical and economic impacts of
climate-related extreme weather events through a
variety of traditional and innovative risk transfer, risk
reduction, risk management and collective loss sharing
strategies.
Progress on insurance issues is critical. In January,
Cyclone Heta, with winds of up to 300 km/hr, virtually
flattened Alofi, the capital of the small Polynesian
nation of Niue, as a storm surge crested Niue’s 30
meter cliffs – devastating a country without insurance
mechanisms to assist in the cost of rebuilding.
To view presentations from FIELD’s insurance workshop go to
http://www.field.org.uk/climate_insur.php

Negotiating Skills Workshop
for Least Developed Countries:
From 26 to 27 November 2003, FIELD also
organised a two day workshop in Milan for climate
change negotiators from the group of Least Developed
Countries (LDCs) in partnership with the International
Institute for Environment and Development (IIED). The
workshop, sponsored by the UK Department for
International Development (DFID), was designed to
strengthen the negotiating capacity of LDCs through a
series of hands-on briefing and negotiating exercises,
as well as information sessions on issues on the
negotiating agenda of specific relevance to LDCs. It is
hoped that this will be the first in a series of similar
sessions for LDC delegates, for which FIELD is actively
seeking sponsors.

Climate presentations in 2004
Strategies for Beyond Kyoto. February 20-21, Tokyo: FIELD
participated in an International Conference on ‘The Long-term Prospects
of International Climate Policy’, organized by Friends of the Earth Japan,
and The Kiko Network, to discuss the post-2012 regime under the
UNFCCC. FIELD presented on ‘Adaptation and Climate Justice’ to
Japanese domestic institutions, research institutions and policymakers.
International Emissions Trading. March 17-18, Oxford: FIELD
participated in an International Conference on Compliance and
Enforcement of Trading Schemes in Environmental Protection. FIELD
was invited to speak on the Importance of Compliance and Enforcement
in International Emissions Trading Schemes. The conference was coorganized by INECE (the International Network for Environmental
Compliance and Enforcement) and the UK Environment Agency. The
workshop brought together experts and high level stakeholders to address
issues associated with international, national and regional emissions
trading programs, including the UK and EU Emissions Trading schemes.
For more information on climate change events FIELD
has participated in, please visit
http://www.field.org.uk/climatenrg_current.php

COP-9 side events
FIELD lawyers participated in three side
events in December in Milan

• ‘Equity and Justice in Adaptation’,
December 6: FIELD and its partners presented
the results of the Tyndall Centre/FIELD/IIED/
CSERGE 18-month long project on Equity
and Justice in Adaptation, which culminated
in an international seminar bringing together
natural scientists, social scientists, lawyers,
economists and academics.
• Adaptation Day, December 9: FIELD
discussed 'Funding Adaptation under the
UNFCCC’, outlining the existing Convention
framework on adaptation funding, the
difficulties many countries face in accessing
this funding for concrete adaptation projects,
and the interplay between the three new
funds created through the Marrakech
Accords (the Special Climate Change Fund,
LDC Fund and Adaptation Fund) and their
future development.
• Equity in the Greenhouse: South-North
Policy Dialogue, December 12: FIELD
participated in a panel discussing progress
under an ongoing dialogue among
researchers that is exploring alternatives for
negotiations of future commitments under
the UNFCCC and Kyoto Protocol.

Second Regional Workshop for Pacific
Island Capacity-Building:
From 10 to 13 November 2003, the South Pacific Regional Environment Programme (SPREP),
WWF-South Pacific Programme and FIELD hosted a second regional workshop to strengthen the
capacity of Pacific Island Countries to negotiate and implement the UN’s Conventions on climate
change and biological diversity. The workshop was held in Nadi, Fiji and was funded by the
governments of Australia, New Zealand and the UK. Approximately 20 representatives from 10
Pacific Island Countries participated in the four-day workshop which addressed issues of special
importance to the region under both Convention processes. Participants carried out a number of
negotiating skills exercises and engaged in detailed discussions of substantive issues on the
negotiating agenda for UNFCCC COP-9 and CBD COP-7, as well as on the linkages between
both Conventions. The workshop built upon the outcomes and needs expressed at the First
Regional Workshop, held in Apia, Samoa in April 2003.
For more information on this project go to
http://www.field.org.uk/biodiversity_pg2.php

Conclusion to
FIELD’s
biodiversity
project in Chile
Chile’s Fundación Sociedades Sustentables (FSS)
and FIELD hosted a 3-day seminar on ‘Access to
Genetic Resources’ in Santiago in November 2003.
The seminar was the concluding meeting of FIELD’s
project on ‘Access to genetic resources, benefitsharing and traditional knowledge in Chile’ funded
by DEFRA’s Darwin Initiative. The seminar attracted
over 90 participants, drawn from national and
local authorities, research and academic
institutions, Chile’s botanic gardens, NGOs,
lawyers, ‘seed guardian’ groups, and the
private sector.
Following discussions of the main concepts
and issues on access and benefit-sharing,
experts from other countries outlined their experiences
under existing regulations on this issue in the Andean
Community and in Costa Rica. The preliminary results
of the University of California’s comparative analysis
of regulations in over 40 Pacific-Rim countries was
also presented and discussed.

The flower of lycopersicon chilense - a Chilean native variety
of the wild tomato, threatened with extinction

The seminar’s second day focused on the legal and
policy situation in Chile and the need to regulate
access to genetic resources and the fair and equitable
sharing of the benefits derived from that access. These
discussions touched on legislative plans by Chile’s
Ministry of Agriculture to regulate access to native
terrestrial genetic resources. Other topics presented
and discussed at the seminar were: Chile’s
experience of bioprospecting activities; the
implications of the recently signed free trade
agreements with the US and the EU; access
for scientific purposes; intellectual property
rights; the conservation of plant genetic
resources for food and agriculture by ‘seed
guardians’; and the issue of traditional knowledge.
A workshop was held on the last day of the seminar.
Participants were informed about the conclusions of
the regional project seminar held in Yumbel in May
2003 and were asked to produce recommendations on
the regulation of access to genetic resources in Chile.

Participants discussed the need to clarify important
concepts such as biological resources, genetic
resources, derivatives, and their ownership, as well
options regarding intellectual property rights. Other
issues raised included the need to apply the
Convention on Biological Diversity on this issue,
although not necessarily through legislation, and the
lack of information at all levels, as a priority for
action. Participants agreed on the need to create
communication networks to inform on this issue,
including the possibility of an electronic forum to
connect those interested in moving this issue forward.

The central conclusions of the project’s seminars
and research papers were presented by the project
partners at a side-event during the second meeting
of the Ad Hoc Open-ended Working Group on
Access to Genetic Resources and Benefit Sharing,
held in Montreal from 1 to 5 December 2003. Draft
project reports were posted on FIELD’s website for
consultation in late 2003. The comments received
are being incorporated and the final and updated
version of the project reports, as well as the
project recommendations, will be available in
April / May 2004. Following this FSS will present
the project’s recommendations to the relevant
authorities in Chile.
For further information go to
Ihttp://www.field.org.uk/biodiversity_pg4.php
or contact carolina.lasen@field.org.uk
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FIELD activities at the CBD and Biosafety meetings in Kuala Lumpur

Discussions with NGO representatives in Kuala Lumpur

Carolina Lasén Diaz, Director of FIELD’s
Biodiversity and Marine Resources Programme,
attended the 7th Conference of the Parties to the
Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) and the 1st
Meeting of the Parties to the Cartagena Protocol on
Biosafety held in February 2004 in Kuala Lumpur,
Malaysia. FIELD co-hosted a side-event where

representatives of academia, government and NGOs
debated recent developments on the regulation of
biosafety and biotechnology in Chile. In addition,
FIELD took part in the official launch of the
IUCN/FIELD/WRI ‘Explanatory Guide to the Cartagena
Protocol on Biosafety’, where free copies of the Guide
in four languages (English, French, Russian and
Spanish) were made available to delegates.
The last week of meetings in Kuala Lumpur also
included the launch of a new publication from the
CBD Secretariat: ‘The Cartagena Protocol on
Biosafety: A Record of the Negotiations’, prepared by
FIELD. The paper describes the evolution and
development of each provision of the Cartagena
Protocol throughout the negotiations.
The three weeks were packed with biodiversity- and
biosafety- related negotiations and side events, which
resulted in important decisions that will shape the

future implementation, and eventual effectiveness, of
these regimes. Highlights of the outcomes of the CBD
COP-7 include the adoption of terms of reference for
negotiating an international regime on access to
genetic resources and benefit sharing; the need to
assess progress towards the 2010 biodiversity target;
an elaborated programme of work on marine and
coastal biodiversity; and the adoption of the
multi-year programme of work of the COP until 2010,
which has added ‘island biodiversity’ as an issue for
in-depth consideration at COP-8, to be held in Brazil
in 2006. The biosafety COP-MOP 1 meetings resulted
in agreement on the process to regulate liability and
redress, and the setting up of a Compliance Committee
under the Biosafety Protocol, among other issues.
The next COP-MOP meeting will take place in 2005.
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STOP PRESS

FIELD is working with a coalition of public interest organisations
in the United Kingdom and abroad to submit an amicus curiae brief
to the World Trade Organisation in the dispute between the major
exporters of genetically modified products (the United States,
Canada and Argentina) and the European Union. More information
will be provided in the next issue of ‘FIELD in brief’.

Giving to FIELD’s BBC appeal
For details of our recent BBC appeal, please turn to
the front page. And it’s not too late to contribute if
you haven’t already! You can make a secure online
donation at www.field.org.uk/giving.php Alternatively,
you can download a regular giving form – regular
standing orders are an extremely valuable form of
support for us as they allow us to build up a constant
income base and to plan ahead accordingly.
You can also send us a cheque – made payable to
‘FIELD’ – to FREEPOST FIELD (or, with a stamp, to
our regular postal address – see below). If you are a
UK taxpayer, and you haven’t yet done so, you can
download and print a Gift Aid declaration form from
the Giving page on our website to increase the value of
your donation by 28% at no further cost to yourself. If
you don’t have internet access, we will be happy to
send you a form by post.
If you would welcome information on how to include FIELD
in a legacy, please write to Richard Leggatt or email him at
richard.leggatt@field.org.uk
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FIELD’s vision is of a fair, effective and accessible
system of international law that protects the global
environment and promotes sustainable development
If undelivered please return to:
FIELD
52-53 Russell Square
London
WC1B 4HP
United Kingdom
Tel: +44 (0) 20 7637 7950
Fax: +44 (0) 20 7637 7951
Email: field@field.org.uk
We would like to keep down the costs of mailing ‘FIELD in brief’ and
we are always trying to increase the number of copies we can
distribute electronically. If you are able to receive our newsletter in
this way, please write or call to let us know your email address.
Alternatively, email charlotte.healey@field.org.uk
If you no longer wish to receive this newsletter, or have new
contact details, please also let us know.

