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Thank you for coming 

• Updates and announcements

• What we are responsible for in Defra

• IWT Challenge Fund objectives and changes to the fund for R6

• Darwin Plus objectives and changes to the fund for R6

• Wider context
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Updates and announcements 

• SR15 distributed ODA budget more widely across Government Departments, reflecting 

the range of expertise needed to deliver the objectives of the UK Aid Strategy

• Defra’s ODA budget currently includes International Climate Finance, the Darwin 

Initiative, Illegal Wildlife Trade, and contributions to the environmental conventions

• Last month it was announced that funding for IWT would be doubled to £30m over 

three years from 2021

• It was also announced that the Darwin Initiative will triple to £90m over the same 

period

• The funding package also includes £100 million from both DFID and DEFRA to a new 

Biodiverse Landscapes Fund that will help to slow, stop and reverse biodiversity loss in 

some of the world’s most valuable habitats.

• Darwin Plus – Call for Evidence on biodiversity funding in the UKOTs
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Objectives of the IWT Challenge Fund

The objective of the IWT Challenge Fund is to tackle the illegal wildlife trade and in 

doing so, to contribute to sustainable development in developing countries, through 

projects which address one, or more, of the following themes:

• Developing sustainable livelihoods and economic development, to benefit people 

directly affected by IWT

• Strengthening law enforcement

• Ensuring effective legal frameworks

• Reducing demand for IWT products

What’s new?

• Addition of all flora

• ‘Green Corridors’
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Objectives of Darwin Plus
Darwin Plus supports projects working on environment or climate change issues in the 

UKOTs. The key priorities for Darwin Plus in Round 8 are:

• delivering a Blue Belt of marine protection around the Ots

• conservation and effective management of coral reef, seagrass meadows and mangrove 

forest ecosystems

• dealing with invasive non-native species

• waste management strategies, particularly those with a focus on plastics

• responding to, and mitigating against, the impacts of natural disasters on the Ots

• implementing National Biodiversity Action Plans

• conservation, restoration and wise use of wetlands

What’s new?

• 2-stage process
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Wider context 

25 Year Environment Plan – global leadership   

• Provide international leadership and lead by example in tackling climate 

change and protecting and improving international biodiversity. 

• Help developing nations protect and improve the environment by providing 

assistance and supporting disaster planning. 

• Support and protect international forests and sustainable agriculture. 

• Leave a lighter footprint on the global environment by enhancing 

sustainability and supporting zero deforestation supply chains.

• Taking action to recover threatened, iconic or economically important 

species of animals, plants and fungi, and where possible to prevent human 

induced extinction or loss of known threatened species in England and the 

Overseas Territories.

Ministers will expect to see projects reflecting their priorities 
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Questions?
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